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rest of England against them. Asserting his right, as
first prince of the blood, to a predominant share in the
government, he arrested Rivers and Grey and caused
them to be imprisoned. Marching to London he
persuaded the Council to declare him Protector, and
then turned against the new nobility. The destruc-
tion of that party was accomplished by the execution
of Hastings, while the two princes were lodged in
the Tower. Having thus removed all his rivals,
Gloucester proceeded to claim the crown. He
asserted that he was the only legitimate son of
Richard of York ; a public sermon set forth his title
and abilities, and, despite the absence of popular
support,' the Protector was proclaimed as Richard III.
The revolution excited little or no feeling. As a
matter of fact, the country was already weary of
,constant internal strife, and Richard might have
maintained his position had he not committed a
serious blunder. At first, he displayed a very con-
ciliatory spirit; Stanley, who had been a supporter
of Hastings, was appointed Constable, the body of
Henry VI. was given a decent burial at Windsor,
and even Morton, Bishop of Ely, an energetic
Lancastrian agitator, was left at large. He was
well received on his progress through the kingdom,
but it was in the midst of this progress that he made
his great mistake. This was the assassination of his
two nephews. There is little doubt now that they
were murdered, and by his orders, although the
strange career of Perkin Warbeck led many at a
later date to believe that the younger prince had
escaped. At the time, in any case, Richard was